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August 21-28, 2016 

Purpose: 
 
To attend the World Simmental Fleckvieh Federation (WSFF) Congress and represent the 
American Simmental Association as a voting member of this Federation and where I serve as 
the Vice President. The WSFF is a worldwide organization that has 25 member countries and 
is used to keep countries that register Simmental cattle informed of activities, events and 
genetic progress that is being done in each country.  
 
The member countries are: Australia, Austria, Brazil, Canada, Columbia, Croatia, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Mexico, Namibia, Poland, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom 
and the USA. Countries associated with the Federation as observers are: Bulgaria, 
Netherland, Spain, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
 
The official headquarters of the Federation is in Prague, Czech Republic. 
 
Itinerary:  
Sunday August 21: Departed Granbury, TX, for DFW airport for the 3:55 pm flight to Krakow 
Poland.  
 
Monday, August 22: Arrived in Frankfurt, Germany at 8:55 am. Cleared Customs and then 
change of terminals for the flight leaving to Krakow Poland at 12:20 pm; we arrived in 
Krakow at 1:50 pm, where we were met at the airport by officials of the Congress for a bus for 
the trip to Auschwitz-Birkenau. We joined delegates from Germany, Austria and Poland for a 
tour of the concentration camp of Auschwitz.  It was a sobering experience to walk the streets 
of the concentration camp and tour the facilities, which included the gas chambers and the 
incinerators used to wipe nearly an entire population from the face of the earth.  
 
Following the tour of Auschwitz we returned to the Holiday Inn hotel in Krakow where I 
registered for the Congress and the brief stay in Krakow. The evening was spent with 
delegates attending the congress at a welcome dinner sponsored by the Polish Simmental 
Cattle Breeders Association.  
 
Tuesday, August 23: Breakfast at the hotel with delegates and then the delegates joined a tour 
guide for a tour of the city and the guide furnished the group with important historical facts 
about the city prior to World War II, as well as the reconstruction after the war. 
 
Wednesday, August 24: Breakfast at the hotel with all the delegates to the Congress, checked out 
of the hotel and boarded buses for a tour of the Wielicczka salt mines which were on the route 
to the opening ceremonies of the Congress at Krasne, Poland. Prior to arriving at the opening 



ceremonies, the delegates toured Maltopolska Biotechnics Center where Simmental bulls 
were displayed and a brief summary was given on each bull. The facility is where all Polish 
sires are collected for both internal and export use. 
 
Edgar Benes along with Josef Kucera, officials of the Polish Simmental Association, opened 
the Congress, which was co-sponsored by the Polish government. Many government officials 
were in attendance. Following the opening ceremonies, everyone enjoyed an evening meal. 
 
At the close of this opening ceremony, the delegates boarded the buses once more to travel to 
the site of the Congress itself located at Artamow about 2 hours from the opening ceremonies 
in Krasne. 
Checked into the hotel, registered for the Congress and received all the official information. 
 
Thursday, August 25: Breakfast at the hotel and attended the European Simmental Federation 
(ESF) meeting held in the hotel.  
In the afternoon the delegates transferred to Sanok for several farm visits and a train ride 
through the mountains, returning to the hotel for a dinner for all the delegates and guests. 
 
Friday, August 26: Breakfast at the hotel followed by the first Session of the World 
Simmental Fleckvieh Federation. 
Agenda and Minutes for the meetings are included. 
 
Saturday, August 27: Breakfast at the hotel and checked out of hotel. A member of the Polish 
Simmental Cattle Breeders Association picked up Richard Pichler, Johan Kluyts and 
transported us to National Simmental Show grounds where we judged the Fleckvieh female 
cattle presented by breeders of the Polish Simmental Cattle Breeders Association. Following 
judging, we all enjoyed lunch and entertainment. After lunch, member of the Polish 
Simmental Cattle Breeders Association transported me back to Krakow to the Hilton hotel at 
the airport for my return to the US. 
 
Sunday, August 28, 2016 
Breakfast at the hotel and then transferred to the airport for a 6:30 Am departure for 
Frankfurt German. A two hour layover and then boarded a flight at 10:10 AM for DFW 
arriving at 2:10 PM Texas time. Customs and arrived back at Granbury Texas at 5:00 PM. 

Trip Summary/Recommendations:  

The World Simmental Fleckvieh Federation plays a vital role in the development of the 
Simmental breed around the world and the American Simmental Association plays a vital role 
in the acceptance of our genetics in nearly all the member countries and this presence must be 
maintained. The addition of my presidency to this organization will bring much more 
acceptance of our policies and procedures at the American Simmental Association. The 2018 
World Congress in the USA will also bring a large portion of the member countries to the US 
to observe our cattle and our genetic evaluation so that they will see that we are the leaders in 
genetic evaluation in beef cattle. 
 


